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Rick Volk is the vice president of research and development for UNI-REF, Inc., Cincinnati, OH, the manufacturing company for UNITED REFRACTORIES COMPANY in McMurray, PA. His responsibilities include new product development for a broad range of monolithic refractories and technical support for the United Refractories Company customers and sales group.
Rick began his professional career with NARCO in 1975 at their Curwensville, PA research center. He transferred to the Farber, MO plant in 1976 to manage the quality control activities. He joined AP Green in 1978 as a staff quality control engineer and was promoted to senior research engineer in 1983. He became the director of research for Wellsville Fire Brick in 1987 and remained in that capacity until the company was acquired by National Refractories and Minerals Company in 1999. He worked for National as the Manager of the Missouri Research Center until they closed in 2002. He has been with UNI-REF since 2002.

Rick is a native of central Pennsylvania. He received his B. S. in Ceramic Science from the Pennsylvania State University in 1975 and his M.S in Engineering Management from the Missouri University of Science and Technology in 1987. 
Rick is a registered professional engineer. He is a member of The American Ceramic Society and the American Foundry Society. He has served as the chairman of the St. Louis Section, Symposium Chairman and The Planje Award Chairman (13 years). He is past chairman for the American Foundry Society’s technical committees for channel induction melting (8D) and cupola melting (8F) and has served on the research committee (8K). 

Rick has made technical presentations at UNITECR, Refractory division meetings, the St. Louis section and numerous American Foundry Society section, national and international meetings. He is a contributor to the American Foundry Society’s cupola handbook. 
Rick lives in Liberty Township, OH with his wife Jean. They have two married children.

