
Get involved today  
Contact  Division Chair Ben Markel at  
 ben.markel@rescoproducts.com 

To become an ACerS member go to www.ceramics.org/membership to sign 
up – be sure to select RCD as your free division. 

Already an ACerS member?  If you haven’t selected a division or want to 
change your division to RCD, call customer service at  1-866-721-3322  
Option 6 or 1-240-646-7054.

The American Ceramic Society 
Refractory Ceramics division



Who We are
The Refractory Ceramics Division of The 
American Ceramic Society examines the 
science, production and application of 
ceramics for use at elevated tempera-
tures and in other hostile environments.

Who Should Get involved 
Those involved in materials develop-
ment, formulation, production, and 
engineering of refractories for ferrous/
nonferrous metal industries as well as 
the minerals processing, glass, cement, 
and petrochemical industries.

Highlights of aCerS Member  
Benefits 
• Free unlimited online access to  
 Journal of the American Ceramic  
	 Society,	International	Journal	of	 
 Applied Ceramic Technology, and  
	 International	Journal	of	Applied	Glass 
 Science 
• Subscription to the Bulletin, ACerS  
 membership magazine 
• Free online access to the member  
 directory (find others who work in  
 your area) 
• Free copy of ceramicSOURCE  (ACerS  
 Buyers Guide) and online access,  
 including free listings 
• Member discounts on books, meet- 
 ings, products and services 
• Free membership in RCD

Refractory Division Benefits 
• Eligibility for Division awards, such as  
 the Alfred W. Allen Award
• Opportunities to organize symposia  
 and volunteer at meetings 
• Opportunities for Division leadership  
 positions 
• Travel grant opportunities 
• Collaborate on projects and get pub- 
 lished in Society publications 
• Network and connect with others for  
 technical collaboration and funding  
 opportunities, talk to customers, or  
 find vendors quickly and easily 

Special Opportunities for Students 
and young Professionals 
• Volunteer opportunities to organize,  
 speak/present at meetings 
• Become published in Society  
 publications 
• Qualify for scholarships or travel  
 grants 
• Get involved in the Division from the  
 ground up holding leadership posi- 
 tions early in your career 
• Network with leaders in the field  
 for career advancement and job  
 opportunities 
• Become part of the President’s Society  
 Council of Student Advisors or the  
 Young Professionals Network 

Upcoming RCd-associated  
Meetings
• Materials Science & Technology 2014
• UNITECR 2015 
• St. Louis Section/RCD 51st Annual  
 Symposium

Get involved today
For more information about the Refractory Ceramics division, 
contact: Ben Markel at ben.markel@rescoproducts.com or 
visit www.ceramics.org/rcd
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Peter W
ray

Battling for 

Bauxite

T
here’s good news fo

r th
e refractories 

industry
. W

orld crude ste
el produc-

tion is u
p, ru

nning, fo
r example, nearly 

6 percent higher in
 June 2008 than June 

2007. Production in Asia is u
p nearly 9 percent in

 

the same tim
e period, 17.5 percent higher in

 Turkey and 2 per-

cent higher in
 Germany. In

dia is a
nticipating more than 9 percent 

growth in ste
el production for th

e next tw
o years. S

outh American 

powerhouse Brazil e
xpects to

 double its 
steel consumption by 2015. 

Faced with a slu
mping economy, drooping constru

ction and sla
ck 

auto demand, even the United States’ st
eel production is r

emain-

ing on par with 2007. A
 sim

ilar positiv
e situ

ation exists 
for cement 

demand.

And, th
ere’s b

ad news fo
r re

fractories.

Just w
hen the ste

el boom should be bringing prosperity
 for th

ose 

that m
ake the lin

ings fo
r hearths, la

dles, fu
rnaces, c

oke ovens and 

rotary kilns, re
fractory businesses are gettin

g squeezed by raw mate-

rial availability
 and production costs. 

Their b
iggest so

urcing problem 

is th
e nonavailability

 of bauxite, a major component of m
any refrac-

tory materials.

The problem begins with the fact th
at bauxite is a

lso the major 

raw material fo
r th

e production of aluminum, a material in
 high 

demand, partic
ularly in developing countrie

s. C
hina, fo

r example, 

has become the world’s la
rgest sm

elter of aluminum, re
sponsible for 

nearly one-third of th
e world’s p

roduction – and its 
share is g

rowing. 

In 2007, its
 production increased 33.8 percent. E

ven with forced 

smelter cutbacks due to energy shortages and Olympics-re
lated pol-

lution concerns, C
hinese aluminum production in June 2008 was up 

20.2 percent year-on-year, a
nd its 

domestic
 aluminum consumption 

grew by 22 percent.

But th
is g

rowth is n
ot iso

lated to China. W
orldwide, aluminum 

production increased by over 10 percent in
 2007. Consequently, 

world bauxite supplies are under extreme pressures re
sultin

g in price 

surges and spot sh
ortages.

According to Industria
l M

inerals, t
he shortages have been im

me-

diately reflected in prices: In
 January this y

ear prices of re
fractory 

grade, ro
und and rotary kiln bauxite was $245 – $265 per to

n 

(FOB); b
y mid-June, th

ese prices had almost d
oubled $440 – $465 

per to
n, and just a

 few weeks ago bauxite peaked at $550 per to
n.

REFRACTORIES 

COMPETING WITH 

ALUMINUM PRODUCTION 

FOR SCARCE SUPPLIES
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