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2013/2014 Division & Class Report

to the

ACerS Board of Directors

Division/Class: Art, Archaeology, and Conservation Science (AACS)
Current Division/Class Officers: 
Chair: 
Marc Walton (marc.walton@northwestern.edu)

 
Vice-chair: Glenn Alan Gates (ggates@thewalters.org)
 

 

Secretary: Pamela Vandiver (vandiver@mse.arizona.edu)

 

Treasurer: Darryl Butt (darrylbutt@boisestate.edu)- appointed after Kathryn Logan (kvlogan@bellsouth.net) due to heath reasons
Trustee: Katherine Faber (ktfaber@caltech.edu)
Incoming Division Officers: (complete as appropriate for your Division or Class)
Positions rotate through Daisy Chain; Marc will become Chair of the Nominating Committee.
Chair: Glenn Gates

Vice-chair: Pamela Vandiver

Secretary: Darryl Butt

Treasurer: John McCloy (john.mccloy@wsu.edu)

Trustee: Katherine Faber (ktfaber@caltech.edu) – year 3 of 3 year term.

Summary of Meetings and Activities Held/To Be Held (from Oct. 2013 through Oct. 2014):

Background: This last year has constituted the second year of the revitalized division (formerly the ACerS Art Division). Building on the foundation laid by Lynnette Madsen (the former Chair), the division has focused on increasing membership as well as generating programmatic content that has focused on the application of the physical sciences to the analysis of cultural objects made from glass, ceramic, and metal material. These efforts have resulted in a substantial 40% increase in our membership from (~100 to 138 members). The benefit to the membership is our programmatic content which has focused both on understand how these objects were made, thus informing us about past cultures, and to better preserve the objects for the long term, thus allowing them to be enjoyed by generations to come.

ACTIVITIES: The AACS Division of the ACerS has undertaken the following items in 2013:

- Organized and ran a workshop at the Stanford Synchrotron Radiation Lightsource (SSRL) entitled Using X-rays to Analyze Cultural Heritage in October 2013. POC: M. Walton (Chair) with help from G. Gates.
- Worked with Eileen De Guire on creating a Ceramic Tech Today blog entry on “Nanostructure in BC-era Athenian Pottery Reveal Decorating and Firing Innovations”. POC: M. Walton

- Created a connection with the Potters council for joint membership. This subsidiary membership required Board of Director’s approval and, as a result, generated 38 additional members to the division. POC: M. Stout
- Appointed Darryl Butt as treasurer after Kathryn Logan stepped down.
- Organized the Understanding the Engineering Design of Art Objects and Cultural Heritage Symposium within the Special Topics Technical Program of Material Science and Technology 2014 in Pittsburgh, PA Oct 12-16; POC: G. Gates with co-chairs Pamela Vandiver, Bruce Kaiser, Carlo Pantano and Nicholas Bigelow.
- A cover article was written for the 2014 ACerS Bulletin September issue titled Discovering the Material Secrets of Art: Tools of Cultural Heritage Science that focused on common materials characterization tools, and some analytical tools that might be new to the ACerS community, applied to art and archaeological objects; POC: Gates, working closely with April Gocha and Eileen De Guire at ACerS.
- Planning a second Workshop to focus on Ancient Glass: Composition, Technology and Deterioration, coinciding with the May 2015 meetings in Miami, FL of GOMD-DGG (May 17-21) and the American Institute for Conservation (May 13-16); volunteers are being sought for help with programming, fundraising

- Organized a tour for participants at the Ceramic Leadership Summit 2014, that highlighted ceramics from the permanent collection at the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, MD in addition those in the special exhibition Designed for Flowers: Contemporary Japanese Ceramics; POC: G. Gates

- Conducted Annual Business Meeting Tuesday Oct 29, 2013 from 12-1pm, Convention Center Room 511D; POC: G.Gates & K.Faber

- AACS represented at 2013 ACerS Board of Directors Meeting Sunday October 27th from 9-12, Hyatt Regency Montreal Level 5, Symphonie 4 Room; POC: G.Gates
Future Planned Meetings/Activities (from Nov. 2014 – October 2015):

AACS has proposed a workshop for the fall 2015 to take place just after the GOMD meeting. This workshop will focus on historic glass materials, their analysis, and engineering conservation solutions.

POC: P. Vandiver
New Initiatives/Opportunities:
Outlined with document
Action Items for ACerS Board Consideration at October 11, 2014 meeting:  
Issues/Concerns:  
Additional Items of Note:  
Financial Statement:  (Including year-end summary of expenditures from the Division's Funds)
Submitted By: Marc Walton
