
ACerS Structural Clay Products 
Division & Southwest Section Meeting 
in conjunction with The National Brick 

Research Center Meeting

Thanks to our 
2025 sponsors!
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Art of Masonry by Robear 

Basic Machinery 

Borregaard USA, Inc.

COSMEC S.R.L. 

Delta Refractories

Direxa Engineering 

Elite Masonry Staining 
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Masonry Cosmetics Inc.

MECO

New Riverside Ochre
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Resco Products
Reymond Products 
International Inc.

Signode Industrial Group

USA Digital Inc.

Vibrantz Minerals LLC

June 9–11, 2025 
Hyatt Regency Birmingham - The Winfrey Hotel 

Birmingham, AL

ceramics.org/clay2025

2025
ACerS Structural Clay Products 
Division & Southwest Section Meeting 
in conjunction with The National Brick 
Research Center Meeting
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Registration 
3 –6 p.m.

Dinner on own

Tuesday, June 10
Registration 
7:30 a.m.–5 p.m.

National Brick Research 
Center Meeting 
8 –11:30 a.m.

SCPD Kick-off Lunch
11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

Technical Session 
1 –5 p.m.

SW Section Business 
Meeting 5–5:30 p.m.

Suppliers’ Social Event at 
Dave and Buster's            
5:30 –7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 11
Plant Tours 
8:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
Reception Social
6–6:30 p.m.
Banquet 
6:30–8:30 p.m.

Schedule of Events

Monday, June 9

Technical Program

Ron Justice
Acme Brick Company 

Acme's Birmingham Plant 
Overview and Upgrades

J.T. Bolus
General Shale Brick Co.
Phenix City Grinding Room 
Upgrade

John Sanders
National Brick Research Center 
Capillarity, Durability and Heatwork 

Scott Herndon
Cornerstone Safety LLC.
Don't Look at the Scoreboard 

David Hillary & Adrian 
Salazar 
Acme Brick Company
Acme Brick, Supervisory Safety 
Development

Clement Cadier
Dixera Engineering, LLC.
New Setter and Dehackers at Acme Brick 
Bennett Plant

Alessandro Tarozzi 
USA Digital Inc.
How to Install a Digital 
Decration Line

Structural Clay Products 
Division Officers

Chair: 
Bryce Switzer, Vibrantz Minerals

Chair-elect: 
Mike Rixner, General Shale Brick Co.

Vice Chair: 
Marian Clark, JC Steele

Secretary: 
Clarke Burns, Henry Brick Company

Trustee: 
Jed Lee, US Brick

ACerS Board of Directors Division 
Liaison: Stephen Freiman, Freiman 
Consulting, Inc.

President’s Council of Student Advisors 
Delegate: Jack Hoffler,  Clemson 
University; Jack Dorsey, Colorado School 
of Mines

Southwest Section Officers

Chair: 
Jeff Cross, Vibrantz Technologies

Vice Chair: 
Mat Tramel, Acme Brick Company

Secretary: 
Charles McNeil Triangle Brick Company

Treasurer: 
Harland Dixson, Acme Brick Company

Plant Tours
US Brick, Bessemer Plant

Acme Brick, Birmingham 

National Brick Research 
Center Leadership:
John Sanders, Director and Research 
Associate Professor

ceramics.org/clay2025

Nate Huygen
National Brick Research Center
A Multi-technique Investigation of 
Plasticity and Extrudability in Clay 
and Shale

Jim Welte
Summit Brick Co.
Net Zero and Net Negative Fired Clay




